
HOT SPRINGS COUNTY PIONEER ASSOCIATION 

P.O. BOX 11 

THERMOPOLIS, WYOMING 82443 

 

December 1, 2015 

 

 

 

 

Students of Hot Springs County School District #1 

 

 

 Hot Springs County Pioneer Association is pleased to announce the fifth year of the Jessie C. 

Thompson Memorial Writing Contest.  Each year, for ten years, the Pioneer Association has been 

charged with facilitating a writing contest within Hot Springs County Schools. This effort affords 

students an opportunity to research, interview, and write factual accounts related to the history of 

Thermopolis, Hot Springs County, and Wyoming. 

 

 The Jessie C. Thompson Memorial Award is funded by Mr. J. C. Thompson, son of former 

Superintendent of County Schools, Jessie C. Thompson.  Please find attached to this letter, a bio 

written by Dorothy Milek, providing a glimpse of the legacy of the Thompsons.  The endowment 

allows each school (RWE, Middle, & HSC High) to receive $500  as an award, to be distributed to the 

appropriate winners in each school. 

 

 The HSCo. Pioneer Assn. looks forward to assisting and encouraging participation in this 

program.  We have a rich heritage to explore and record in this great state and county.  What better way 

to delve into our past than through fresh young eyes and minds, while giving them ownership of their 

roots as it were, in Hot Springs County and Wyoming! 

 

 It is our prayer that Hot Springs County School District #1 would participate in and encourage 

studies of Wyoming history whenever possible. 

 

 Please find attached, a resource guide and some parameters for the writing contest. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Raymond E. Shaffer,  President 

Hot Springs County Pioneer Association 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



This writing contest is designed to: 

 

1. Help each student improve their writing skills appropriate for their grade level 

 

       2.  Give students an awareness of the history of Hot Springs County, Wyoming, and the 

  events and people who have gone before us 

 

       3.  Encourage student to stretch themselves by learning how to interview and learn avenues 

  of research available to them.  These may include the County Courthouse, County 

  Library, school libraries, HSCo. Museum archives, newspaper accounts of noteworthy 

 happenings, social media historical accounts, or other sources of modern media 

 available in this age of information.  Personal accounts and experiences of interaction 

with senior  members of the community is encouraged.  Teachers are likewise 

challenged to guide their students to ferret out previously little known facts and 

documents hiding in dusty corners and on forgotten shelves, ie. churches, old diaries or 

journals of pioneers, maps  and recordings in a land surveyor's office, a businessman's 

office. 

 

       4.  Spark an interest in students to learn more about past events and understand that they 

  themselves are making tomorrow's history, today. 

 

       5.  Build interest in the Pioneer Association and our efforts to preserve accurate accounts of 

  historical information and archive it for future generations. 

 

 Reference books: Beaver to Oil    Wyoming Almanac 

    Yellowstone Hiway   Wyoming Writer's Project 

    History of Wyoming   Wyoming, Rugged but Right 

    Wyoming Frontier State  Sagebrush Settlements 

    Wyoming Stream Names  Wild Wyoming 

    Roadside History of Wyoming Various County histories, written  

by local authors  (available @  

Museum) 

Other Criteria:   

▪ Must relate to Hot Springs County or Wyoming 
▪ Structure, as to length, format, references, etc. is up to each school and would of 

course be age appropriate 

▪ Judging of entries to be in-house in each school 

▪ Deadline:  May 1, 2016 

▪ Prizes:  $500 given to each school, apportioned accordingly to winners 

▪ We request a list of winners be provided to a member of the Pioneer Assn. at 

least one week prior to presentation of awards, so checks may be cut and 

prepared for presentation 

▪ Winners will be published in the Independent Record 

▪ Winners are asked to write a thank you note to Mr. Thompson 

 Pioneer Assn. Board members would be happy to take a day to make a 5-10 minute presentation 

to various classes, staff, or board member(s) to promote interest in the contest. 

 

Pioneer Board:  Ray Shaffer, Bonnie Lou Bauer, Charlyne White, Carol Ann Barham, Dorothy Milek 

 Questions???   Call 864-2678 



  

JESSIE C. THOMPSON MEMORIAL WRITING AWARD 

 

 

 

 Jessie C. Thompson was elected Hot Springs County Superintendent of Schools and served, 

starting in January, 1943.  She resigned in January, 1966, due to ill health and died two months later.  

She taught at both Gebo and Kirby.  Married in 1925, she and husband, Vernon, had a son, J.C., who 

was born in the Gebo hospital.  After her husband died in 1936, Mrs. Thompson owned and operated 

several successful businesses.  Besides her career, Mrs. Thompson was an active member of the 

community.  In the words of her son, J.C. Thompson, "She was a hard-working, successful head of a 

single parent household whose entire life was spent in service to others." 

 

 Mr. J.C.Thompson graduated at age 16 from high school in Thermopolis.  He obtained degrees 

in geology and business, was a practicing geologist, and founded two oil and gas companies.  He and 

his wife, Phyllis, had three children and four grandchildren.  California is their home base.  After 

attending a program about Legend Rock at the Hot Springs County Museum in 2011, he contacted the 

Hot Springs County Pioneer Association about setting up a memorial fund to honor his mother. 

  

 He wanted particular emphasis to be made on writing skills and developing interest in historical 

research.  He wrote that the memorial fund could be used to create awareness in Thermopolis, about its 

uniqueness, a uniqueness he stated, "that's indisputable."  He knows that there are several local avenues 

of research that can be used by students.  These include materials found not only at school libraries, but 

at the County Library and the County Museum, government offices, newspaper records, and through 

personal interviews. 

 

 This award is given through Mr. Thompson's generosity, in memory of his mother's outstanding 

career in education, civic endeavors, and parenting. 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


